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  Course Syllabus                                                            2016-2017 

AP World History 
 
Ms. Ramsis 
christine.ramsis@lcps.org    
 
Schedule  
 

    A Days  B Days 

1 AP World                    2225  5 Planning 

2 Planning 6 AP World                  2225      
3 PRIDE                           2311 7 Economics                2225 

4 Economics                  2225 8 AP World                  2225 

 
Welcome to AP World History!  Be prepared to work hard (and learn a lot in the process). 

AP Course Demands:  One goal of this course is to prepare students to take the AP exam in May.  

Students should expect a workload similar to what they would have if they were to complete this 

course at the college level.  This includes extensive reading, note taking, active involvement in class 

discussions and essay writing.   

Course Overview 

 The purpose of the AP World History course is to develop a greater understanding of the 

evolution of global processes and contacts by examining interactions between different types of 

human societies. This is advanced through a combination of related key concepts and course 

themes, accompanied by a set of skills that clearly define what it means to think historically.  

Understanding these key concepts and themes support the investigation of historical developments 

allow students to make crucial connections across the six historical periods and across geographical 

regions.  Moreover, the course highlights the nature of change within international frameworks, and 

seeks to recognize the causes and consequences of such change. In addition, the course emphasizes 

comparisons both within individual societies over time and between major societies across time.   

The course builds on an understanding of cultural, institutional, and technological 

precedents that, along with geography, set the human stage. Periodization, explicitly discussed, 

forms an organizing principle for dealing with change and continuity throughout the course. 

Specific themes provide further organization to the course, along with consistent attention to 

contacts among societies that form the core of world history as a field of study.** 

** Adapted from The College Board Advanced Placement Course Description Book; World History.  

July 2010 

Instructional Strategies 
 

Instructional strategies include (although will not be limited to), discussions, cooperative learning, 
inquiry-based learning, Socratic seminars, debates, document workshops, writing workshops, peer 
editing, and lectures. 
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Goals of the Course 

The goals of the course are to develop the skills and the knowledge required for world historical 

inquiry. 

1. Students will acquire knowledge of world history, including specific names, terms, and 
concepts, organized by the five AP World History Themes. 

2. Students will connect regional events and trends from around the world and be able to 
place these events into global contexts. 

3. Students will develop a broad understanding of world historical dynamics through 
analysis of causation, periodization and patterns of continuity and change over time. 

4. Students will construct evidence-based historical arguments. 
5. Students will compare the diversity of interpretations through contextualization, point of 

view, and frame of reference, in primary and secondary sources. 
6. Students will develop an awareness of human commonalities and differences through 

interpretation and synthesis of primary and secondary sources. 
 
Textbook 
 

Stearns, Peter, et al., World Civilizations: The Global Experience (NY: Pearson Education, Inc., 4th 
Edition, 2003). 

Other Sources 

A variety of primary and secondary sources will be used throughout the course. These will be 
available by handouts and posted on VISION. 

AP World History Themes 

The course examines World History using five overarching themes. 

1. Interactions between humans and the environment 
2. Development and interactions of cultures 
3. State-building, expansion and conflict 
4. Creation, expansion and interactions of economic systems 
5. Development and transformation of social structures 

 
AP World History Periodization 
 
 

Period Period Title  Date Range 

1 Technological and Environmental Transformations to c. 600 B.C.E. 

2 Organization and Reorganization of Human Societies c. 600 B.C.E. to c. 600 C.E. 

3 Regional and Trans regional Interactions c. 600 C.E. to c. 1450 

4 Global Interactions c. 1450 to c. 1750 

5 Industrialization and Global Integration c. 1750 to c. 1900 

6 Accelerating Global Change and Realignments c. 1900 to the Present 
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Course Outline and Key Topics 

Unit 1: Technological and Environmental Transformations, to c. 600 B.C.E. 

1. Big geography and the peopling of the earth 
2. The Neolithic revolution and early agricultural societies 
3. The development and interactions of early agricultural, pastoral and urban societies 

     Textbook reading: Stearns (chapter 1) 

Unit 2: Organization and Reorganization of Human Societies, 600 B.C.E to 600 C.E  

1. The development and codification of religious and cultural developments 
2. The development of states and empires 
3. Emergence of transregional networks of communication and exchange 
4. Basic features of early civilizations in different environments 
5. Classical civilizations of Egypt, Greece, Rome, China India 

     Textbook reading: Stearns (chapters 2-5) 

Unit 3: Regional and Transregional Interactions, c. 600 C.E. to c. 1450  

1. Expansion and intensification of communication and exchange networks 
2. Continuity and innovation of state forms and their interactions 
3. Increased economic productive capacity and its consequences 
4. African Civilizations including Mali, Songhai and Sudanic States 
5. China’s internal and external expansion 
6. Developments in Europe 
7. Patterns of development in the Americas 

     Textbook reading: Stearns (chapters 6-15) 

Unit 4: Global Interactions, c. 1450 to c. 1750  

1. Globalizing networks of communication and exchange 
2. New forms of social organization and modes of production 
3. State consolidation and imperial expansion 
4. Africa and the Age of the Atlantic Slave Trade 
5. Demographic and environmental changes 

     Textbook reading: Stearns (chapters 16-22) 

Unit 5: Industrialization and Global Integration, c. 1750 to c. 1900  

1. Industrialization and global capitalism 
2. Imperialism and nation-state formation 
3. Nationalism, revolution and reform 
4. Global migration 
5. Demographic and environmental changes 
6. Changes in social and gender structure 
7. Political revolutions, independence movements and new political ideas 
8. Scramble for Africa 

     Textbook reading: Stearns (chapters 23 – 27) 
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Unit 6: Accelerating Global Change and Realignments, c.1900 to the Present 

1. Science and the environment 
2. Global conflicts and their consequences 
3. New conceptualizations of global economy, society and culture 
4. Patterns of Nationalism 
5. Movements for African Independence 
6. Social reform and social revolution 
7. Demographic and environmental changes 

     Textbook reading: Stearns (chapters 28-36) 

Supplies 
 

Please have the following supplies with you for each class period: 
• Pen and pencil 
• Colored pencils for map activities 
• AP World History Binder – at least 2 inch (1 for each semester would be ideal!) 
• 8 dividers (tools, a tab for each period of time, essays) 
• Your School Agenda 
• Composition notebook (for Journal assignments) 
• High expectations for yourself and our class! 

 
Tardiness 

It is important to be in class and in your seats when the bell rings.  Coming in late is inconsiderate 
and disruptive to classmates.  Be sure to have all class materials and have visited the restroom 
before entering class.  Unexcused tardies will result in detention; repeated offenders will receive 
disciplinary action. 

Absences:  

Attendance is absolutely necessary for success in this class. Students are responsible for any work 
missed because of an absence.  Students are expected to check their unit outline, course VISION 
page, and with the teacher to see what has been missed and what is due.   If an absence is known in 
advance, it is up to the student to find out what will be covered during their absence and what will 
be due when upon their return.  No extension of due dates will be given because of an absence.  
Unless prior arrangements are made, students must be prepared to turn in completed work and/or 
make up any test or quiz on the day they return to school.   

 
School closure/inclement weather  

Due dates for all posted assignments, quizzes and test dates will not be extended if there is a school 
closure for any reason, including inclement weather.  Be prepared to turn in all assignments and/or 
take all quizzes on the day you return to school. 

 
Bathroom/water breaks: 
 

Bathroom breaks will not be given 15 minutes after or before the bell rings. One person at a time 
will be allowed to leave class. An excessive use of bathroom breaks will result in the loss/ decrease 
of bathroom privileges.  
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Student Evaluation 
 
Students will be assessed in the following ways: 

 Quizzes:  Aimed primarily at factual knowledge (i.e. people, place, term identification) as well 
as conceptual information.   

 Projects:  Concepts learned in class will be reinforced through projects assigned each 
quarter.  

 Discussions:  Students will be required to contribute to daily classroom discussion, debate, 
and Socratic seminars. 

 Tests:  One per unit. Tests are designed to test both factual and conceptual information. They 
will follow the format of the AP exam. 

 Essays:  The AP exam contains multiple timed essays. Students will learn how to write and 
practice these essays over the course of the year.  

 Classwork and Homework:  In class assignments, inquiry based work, and homework 
assignments are valuable tools to aid and supplement classroom instruction.  They will be 
checked and graded periodically in order to track the progress of student learning. 

 Exams:  The AP World History Exam will take place on Thursday, May 11th, 2017.  
Students will also take the Virginia SOL for World History II sometime in May. 
 

Grades will be determined using a straight points system (the number of points earned divided by 
the number of points possible). The number and type of assignments and assessments per quarter 
will vary.  

Late Work 
 

Any assignment not submitted at the beginning of class on the day it is due will be penalized by 
50%. Late work will not be accepted for any assignment after the corresponding Unit test has been 
taken.   
 
Retake Policy 
 

Students will have the opportunity to retake a maximum of 2 quizzes per unit.  In order to qualify 
for a retake the student must have submitted all assignments and completed notes for the chapter. 
Unit tests may not be retaken. Students must schedule quiz retakes in advance with the teacher; 
they will not be given during the final week of the quarter.    
 
Academic Dishonesty 
 

I have less than ZERO TOLERANCE for academic dishonesty in ANY form. A student will receive a 
zero grade for the assignment/assessment in question, parents will be notified, and the case will be 
referred to the administration for honor code violation and disciplinary action. 
 
Contact Information 
 

You can always reach me by email -- christine.ramsis@lcps.org. Although I try to check my email 
several times a day, please allow 24 hours for a response. Do not expect a response late at night, 
because I sleep early and so should you!  
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Class Expectations  
 
What you can expect from me: 
 

I will follow and model my own rules, expectations, values, and philosophy. I will do my best to 
make every lesson interesting, relevant, and useful. I will treat each student with the individual 
respect they deserve. I will endeavor to make valuable use of every minute of precious class time. 
 

What I expect from you: 
 

1. Be respectful. We can only have a productive and enjoyable classroom environment if 
we are all respectful of ourselves and each other.  This includes using proper language 
and avoiding inappropriate discussion.  

 
2. Be on time. When the bell rings, you should be in your seat working on the journal (bell 

ringer) or otherwise following posted directions.  Note that “on time” and “in the room” 
is not the same thing! 

 
3. Be prepared. Complete your homework for the day it is due, and bring your history 

binder to class every day. Have your pencil sharpened, your homework and class 
materials out before the bell rings. No locker passes will be issued.  

 
4. Contribute to class discussions/forums, and ask questions when you need 

clarification. Your insight, opinion, and analysis are highly valued, and there is no such 
thing as a stupid question!  
 

5. Be responsible and always do your own work. 
 

6. A short, non-comprehensive list of unwelcome behaviors. Using cell phones; 
tardiness; doing homework while other activities are going on; distracting your 
neighbors; using inappropriate language; looking at other students’ grades; copying 
others’ work; asking to watch 300 or 2012. Repeated demonstrations of these and other 
unwelcome behaviors will result in conferences to address the problem. 

 

 

 
Cell Phone Policy 
 

To eliminate distraction and optimize learning, personal electronic devises are not allowed in my 
class.  Cell phones must remain out of sight at all times, or will be confiscated and returned after 
class.  Repeat offenders will have their phones returned at the end of the school day or turned in to 
the main office.  Backpacks and handbags are to be placed underneath your desk.  Both hands 
should be visible at all times during class. Tablet computers issued to Park View students will be 
used at specified times under teacher discretion and supervision.  
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                                                            2016-2017 

AP World History 
 
 
 

I have acknowledged…… 
 

These rules and expectations form the basis of our classroom relationship for the year. Please take 
the time to read them over and show them to your parents/guardians. 
 
 
By signing below, you acknowledge that you understand the behaviors and attitudes you are 
expected to exhibit in class this year. You agree to give your best effort every day and show respect 
to your teacher, your classmates, and yourself. You understand that unwelcome behaviors will be 
addressed through conferences and, if necessary, detentions, parent conferences, and disciplinary 
referrals. You also acknowledge the statement below on Cheating and Plagiarism 
 

Cheating and Plagiarism. Cheating and plagiarism will be handled 
with zero tolerance. Both cheating and plagiarism are violations of the 
Park View High School Honor Code. Any plagiarized work will be 
awarded no points and will be discussed with parents. The magic rule 
of plagiarism:  If you think it might be plagiarism, IT IS. Change it. 
 
 
 
 

    _____________________________________             ______________________________________                 __________________ 
              Student Printed Name                                       Student Signature                                           Date  
 
  
   ______________________________________ 
                    Student email 
 
               
Reminder! If at any point you find yourself struggling and need help please let me know, talk to me 

or send me an email christine.ramsis@lcps.org 
 
 
 
 
 

Please complete this page (both sides) and return it to 
Ms. Ramsis by September 2nd.  Then place the syllabus 

at the front of your binder for future reference. 
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2016-2017 

AP World History 
 

Note for Parents/Guardians 
I am excited to work with your student throughout the 2016-17 school year! We will have a great time in AP 

World History and will explore a number of very interesting topics. It is a difficult course with a lot to cover, 

but we will work together to make it manageable and enjoyable. I hope that your student brings home some 

of my love of the subject and the class. 

I look forward to working with you and your student throughout the year, and I hope you will be involved in 

guiding them to a successful school year. Please provide me with your contact information below.  

My VISION page is always up to date with assignments, class notes, presentations, and handouts. (Go to the 

Park View home page, click on Staff and find my name, there you can access my VISION page). Should you 

have any questions or concerns, please feel free to email me at christine.ramsis@lcps.org. Email is the best 

way for us to communicate with simple questions as I have access to computers far more readily than 

phones. Please note, however, that I am limited per LCPS policies in what I can communicate via email. 

Teachers are not permitted to include grades in email communications.  

We can also schedule a time to talk on the phone or meet at the school if desired; if you have a serious 

concern, in-person meetings are much more effective and can include guidance counselors or other teachers, 

as well as the student when necessary. 

Please read over the class rules and expectations with your student and sign the sheet below. I am looking 

forward to a great year! 

Ms. Ramsis 

Name of student: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/guardian’s name (printed): ________________________________________________________________  

 

Preferred daytime phone number: _________________________________________________________________  

 

Preferred email address: ____________________________________________________________________________  

 

Parent/guardian’s signature: _______________________________________________________________________   

 

Back to School Night is September 1st! I hope to see you then! 
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